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CIPFA has been producing technical guidance for practitioners in the public sector for over 50 years. 
Our guidance is written by experts who have interpreted changes to legislation so that the resulting 
publication will support you in your daily role. We are standard setters and our thought leadership is 
helping to transform organisations both in the UK and around the world.

Alongside our annual updates to the local authority codes of practice and guidance notes we also 
produce a range of titles from financial management to audit and pensions.

Find out more, www.cipfa.org/publications

NEW for 2014
To keep pace with changes in technology, from April 2014, CIPFA will now 
produce its guidance in digital format, available online so that we can deliver it 
easily to every desk in organisations and departments that need it most.

Our NEW digital delivery will bring:
 � fully searchable publications
 � multi-user access across your organisation
 � accessibility via desktop and portable devices
 � availability throughout the whole organisation
 � publications that are kinder to the environment.

To find out more visit 
www.cipfa.org/publicationssubscriptions

Codes of Practice
CIPFA’s codes of practice help local authorities in the UK to maintain the highest possible standards in 
financial reporting consistent with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS). Make sure you have 
the latest versions.

www.cipfa.org/codesofpractice
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Environmental Information
This CIPFA publication is printed on certified FSC mixed sources coated  
grade stock containing 80% recovered waste and 20% virgin fibre.
Printed on stock sourced from well-managed forests, ISO 14001.

The Commissioning Joint Committee Standing Guide to the Commissioning 
of Local Authority Work and Services 

This online guide covers procurement, commissioning strategy and packaging, plus the alternatives 
to procurement, including delegation and transfer to partnerships and other vehicles.

Annual subscription £578.00 (+VAT)

Audit Viewpoint

CIPFA’s magazine for the audit practitioner communicates expert, practical advice on a wide range 
of audit issues. Each edition discusses topical issues, introducing new concepts and disseminating 
good practice. 

Personal annual subscription £85.00 (+VAT) \ Multi-user annual subscription £150.00 (+VAT)

subscription
 services
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Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom: 
Disclosure Checklist for 2013/14 Accounts

If you are responsible for preparing or auditing local authority accounts to ensure that the 
requirements of the Code are met, this checklist will provide all the authoritative guidance you are 
looking for. It includes the disclosure checklists, and useful cross-references between the checklist 
and the Code itself, wherever appropriate. 

Book £160.00 \ CD-ROM £435.00 (+VAT)

Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom:  
Guidance Notes for Practitioners 2013/14 Accounts

Provides guidance and offers constructive advice to practitioners and external auditors on all 
aspects of the detailed application guidance and implementation of the 2013/14 Code and the 
2012/13 Code Update.

Update pack £695.00 \ CD-ROM £1,595.00 (+VAT)

Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom 2013/14

This is the fourth edition of the Code to be prepared under IFRS which have been adopted as the basis 
for public sector accounting in the UK. The Code has effect for financial years commencing on or 
after 1 April 2013.

Book £230.00 \ CD-ROM £645.00 (+VAT)

Code of Practice on Public Sector Pensions Finance Knowledge and Skills (2013 Edition)

Following the successful introduction of this Code in 2012, this revised and updated edition builds 
on both user experience and the changes set out in the Public Service Pensions Act 2013.

Book £45.00 \ CD-ROM £95.00 (+VAT) 

codes of practice 
 and related guidance
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Local Government Application Note for the United Kingdom  
Public Sector Internal Audit Standards

2013 saw the introduction of the new United Kingdom Public Sector Internal Audit Standards 
(PSIAS) that will apply across the whole of the public sector. They are new and complex, and CIPFA 
recognised the need to provide guidance and so has produced this Application Note.

Book £150.00 \ CD-ROM £250.00 (+VAT)

Local Government Pension Scheme Fund Accounts 2012/13:  
Example Accounts and Disclosure Checklist 

This comprehensive guide to preparing Local Government Pension Scheme Fund Accounts has  
been updated to reflect user experience, and is an absolute must for finance practitioners in 
LGPS-administering authorities and external audit agencies.

Book £95.00

Code of Practice on Transport Infrastructure Assets (2013 Edition) 

This Code provides guidance on the development and use of financial information to support asset 
management, financial management and reporting of local highways infrastructure assets.

Book £230.00 \ CD-ROM £495.00 (+VAT)

The Prudential Code for Capital Finance in Local Authorities (2011 Edition)

This Code supports local authorities in taking capital investment decisions, updated to reflect 
the implications of PFI schemes and finance leases, housing self-financing reforms and other 
legislative changes.

Book £125.00 \ CD-ROM £295.00 (+VAT)
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Treasury Management in the Public Services:  
Code of Practice and Cross-Sectoral Guidance Notes (2011 Edition) 

This Code has been developed to meet the needs of local, police and fire authorities, RSLs, FEHE, 
and the NHS in order to provide a clear definition of treasury management activities.

Book £125.00 \ CD-ROM £295.00 (+VAT) 

Treasury Management in the Public Services: Guidance Notes for Local Authorities 
including Police Authorities and Fire Authorities (2011 Edition)

These draw attention to the requirements of statutes and regulations, and to common practices and 
current issues specific to local authority treasury management.

Book £125.00 \ CD-ROM £295.00 (+VAT)

Service Reporting Code of Practice for Local Authorities 2014/15

SeRCOP is prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Code of Practice on Local Authority 
Accounting and establishes proper practices with regard to consistent financial reporting for services. 

Update pack £455.00 \ CD-ROM £995.00 (+VAT)

The Prudential Code for Capital Finance in Local Authorities:  
Guidance Notes for Practitioners (2013 Edition) 

This guidance concentrates on providing practitioners with a practical interpretation of the 
Prudential Code to enable them to meet its key principles of ensuring that capital programmes 
are affordable, prudent and sustainable and to explain this effectively to those charged 
with governance.

Book £230.00 \ CD-ROM £495.00 (+VAT)
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Accounting for Academies: Business Solutions for Financial Reporting (2013 Edition)

This is a source of detailed accounting guidance and financial help for both academies and local 
authorities who are looking to offer financial services to academies.

CD-ROM £200.00 (+VAT)

Accounting for Payment by Results Schemes including Social Impact Bonds

Payment by results is a new approach to commissioning and paying for services and is seen as 
a key element of government proposals for achieving better for less. This publication provides 
an overview of payment by results schemes, and goes on to consider the accounting and 
budgetary implications. 

Book £80.00 \ CD-ROM £175.00 (+VAT)

Accounting and Auditing Standards: A Public Services Perspective (2013 Edition)

This revised edition explains the process by which standards are interpreted or adapted for the 
different public service sectors, and the key differences from private sector practice. It will be a 
useful overview for practitioners, accountancy students and those interested in financial reporting 
and audit in the public services. 

Book £125.00 \ CD-ROM £255.00 (+VAT)

Audit Committees: Practical Guidance for Local Authorities and Police (2013 Edition)

This revised edition includes additional guidance and resources to support those acting as audit 
committee members in local authorities, including police, and those working with and supporting 
the committee’s development.

Book £100.00 \ CD-ROM £250.00 (+VAT)

technical 
 guidance
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The Commissioning Joint Committee Guide to Open Public Services

This guide is directed at the decision-makers and practitioners who will be responsible for major 
changes in the commissioning of open public services.

Book £130.00 

The Commissioning Joint Committee Guide to Service Sharing 

Service sharing has moved on a long way, and a great deal of experience has been gained in the 
traditional ways of sharing services. This guide reviews all the different methods, in order to try to 
pin down those that seem to work well in some circumstances and badly in others. 

Book £145.00 \ CD-ROM £295.00 (+VAT)

Board Governance Essentials: A Guide for Chairs and Boards of Public Bodies

Jointly produced with the PCF this guide offers chairs and board members indispensable advice on 
the roles that they perform, in turn helping to make their time with the board as effective as possible. 

Book £80.00

Better Benchmarking for High Performance 

Not only does benchmarking tell an organisation how it performs, but also how much better 
it should perform. It will raise the performance of your organisation, and stimulate change 
by learning how to do things better through a systematic comparison of costs, performance 
and processes. 

Book £100.00

Counting Costs: Understanding and Using Costing Information to Make Better Decisions 

Organisations face hard choices about what services will be provided and how to fund them. 
Currently the focus is on reducing costs. Costing is an important discipline, done well it provides 
powerful insights to support decision taking. 

Book £100.00 
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Delivering Good Governance in Local Government: Framework

This framework defines the principles that should underpin the governance of each local 
government body and provides a structure to help individual authorities with their own approach 
to governance.

Book £45.00

Financial Statements: A Good Practice Guide for Local Authorities 

This publication is aimed at finance directors, chief accountants and those involved not only in 
producing the financial statements but also in making them as accessible to readers as possible. 
If you want to do your bit to help councillors and the public understand the accounts, this 
publication is for you.

Book £135.00 \ CD-ROM £275.00 (+VAT)

Effective Governance and Financial Management in Academies

Provides a practical understanding of the context for governance of academies, and guidance on 
a wide range of financial management, funding and accounting issues. 

Book £80.00 \ CD-ROM £195.00 (+VAT)

The Excellent Internal Auditor: A Good Practice Guide to Skills and Competencies  
(2011 Edition) 

The guide contains a matrix setting out the key skills that are needed to carry out the role of an 
internal auditor. These skills are broadly generic across all levels of audit staff, and are split into 
three main skill sets: behavioural, technical and management. 

Book £125.00

Delivering Good Governance in Local Government: Guidance Notes for English Authorities 
(2012 Edition) 

Good governance enables an authority to pursue its vision effectively as well as underpinning 
that vision with control and the management of risk. This guidance note, which should be 
used in conjunction with the Framework, is intended to assist authorities in reviewing their 
governance arrangements. 

Book £65.00 \ CD-ROM £100.00 (+VAT)



to buy visit www.cipfa.org/publications10

A Good Practice Guide to the Financial Management of Housing and Council Tax Benefit 
(2011 Edition)

Outlines the key financial management issues of housing and council tax benefit before and after 
the planned overhaul of the benefit system, for benefits managers and finance staff. 

Book £125.00 \ CD-ROM £245.00 (+VAT)

Group Accounts in Local Authorities: Practitioners’ Workbook  
(Fully Revised Second Edition 2011)

This will help authorities establish group boundaries, account for their wider interests in other 
organisations and guide finance officers in the important tasks of making plans for collecting and 
consolidating information. 

Book £225.00 \ CD-ROM £475.00 (+VAT)

Financing Social Enterprise

This guide considers the range of financing options available to social enterprises engaging in 
public service delivery – including developments in social finance, social impact bonds, venture 
philanthropy, quasi-equity, and members’ shares.

Book £95.00

Financing Energy Projects

Improving energy efficiency can result in significant economic and environmental benefits. Public 
sector organisations are increasingly seeing energy costs rise, which in turn increases the financial 
attractiveness of projects aimed at reducing energy consumption. This publication takes a look at 
public sector energy schemes and their financing.

Book £100.00 \ CD-ROM £195.00 (+VAT)

Guide to Central Government Finance and Financial Management (2012 Edition)

This guide gives an overview of the main features of public sector expenditure planning, budgeting, 
management and reporting. It provides a historical perspective, to give readers an insight into why 
finance in central government has evolved into such a complex system. 

Book £100.00
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A Guide to Forecasting Methods in Public Services

Provides an overview of the theory of forecasting, different types of forecasts and how these can be 
used (and are used) in the public sector context.

Book £110.00 \ CD-ROM £225.00 (+VAT)

Housing Finance under Self-financing

Local authority housing finance underwent its biggest change for some 25 years in 2012. This 
publication brings together the latest guidance to assist those working in the sector to understand 
local authority housing finance in the new system.

Book £135.00 \ CD-ROM £235.00 (+VAT)

Guide to Local Government Finance Reform and the Collection Fund

This essential guide gives practitioners a single comprehensive source on the impact of the local 
government finance reform. It provides detailed information on the Government’s planned changes 
along with worked examples that take the reader step by step through the new system and looks at 
the implications for financial planning and budgeting. Applicable to England only.

Book £160.00 \ CD-ROM £275.00 (+VAT)

Higher Education Finance (Fully Revised Third Edition 2011)

Outlines the essential features of the financial structures, governance arrangements and current 
funding systems that underpin the higher education sector.

Book £80.00 \ CD-ROM £195.00 (+VAT)

The Guide to Local Government Finance (2013 Edition)

Updated for changes in local government financing and 2012/13 expenditure and financing data, 
this electronic guide provides an invaluable resource on local government spending and funding  
– coming in the midst of a time of such change.

CD-ROM £425.00 (+VAT)



to buy visit www.cipfa.org/publications12

An Introductory Guide to Adult Social Care Finance

This is the essential guide to social care finance for non-finance staff in councils and partner 
agencies and for staff who are new to social care finance. This guide gives readers an understanding 
of the financial framework within which local authorities deliver adult social care.

Book £160.00 

Local Authority Building Control Accounting Guidance for England and Wales  
(Fully Revised Second Edition 2010)

CIPFA has updated its building control accounting guidance to reflect the Building (Local Authority 
Charges) Regulations 2010. This guide provides comprehensive advice on the regulations, together 
with examples.

Book £95.00 \ CD-ROM £235.00 (+VAT) 

Managing Cash

This publication looks at the central role that cash plays in the conduct of an organisation’s 
business. It examines how organisations use cash, and how cash can be made to work for them; in 
other words, how cash can be managed effectively.

Book £100.00

An Introductory Guide to Local Government Finance (2013 Edition)

This is the definitive guide to local government finance for all with an interest in public services. 
The guide covers revenue and capital financing, accounting, governance and auditing as well as 
giving an overview of some of the key services provided by local councils.

Book £55.00 \ CD-ROM £275.00 (+VAT)

Managing Risk in the Local Government Pension Scheme

This publication examines the basics of risk, risk policy formulation and risk management, and 
how this applies in the context of the local authority as an administrator of the Local Government 
Pension Scheme (LGPS).

Book £100.00
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A Model Set of Financial Regulations for Academies, Colleges and Universities  
(2013 Edition)

This model set is designed to help institutions establish and test financial regulations that set 
out the financial policies of the institution.

Book £55.00 \ CD-ROM £95.00 (+VAT)

Open Book Accounting: How to Deliver and Demonstrate Value for Money 
in the Public Sector (2013 Edition)

This guide explores how open book accounting tools and techniques can provide a 
platform for successful outsourcing in the public sector by creating cost-efficient, win-win 
business relationships.

Book £150.00 \ CD-ROM £295.00 (+VAT)

The Performance Pulse: Managing Performance to Achieve Strategic Outcomes

This guide is intended to help senior decision makers across the public services to design or 
redesign their organisations’ performance management systems, and use them for improvement. 

Book £100.00

Option Appraisal: A Practical Guide for Public Service Organisations

This gives finance practitioners advice and technical guidance on making difficult decisions, the 
types of decision that require an option appraisal, and how the process should be undertaken.

Book £100.00

Pensions Finance Knowledge and Skills Framework 

This guidance improves the skills and knowledge base of those who serve on decision-making 
bodies – but it also recognises the importance of high quality advice to support them. 

Technical Guidance for Elected Representatives and Non-executives in the Public Sector  
Book £100.00

Technical Guidance for Pensions Practitioners in the Public Sector 
Book £100.00
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A Practical Guide to the Internal Audit of the Operational Phase of PFI Projects

Decisions made during the development and procurement phases of a PFI project clearly have 
long-term implications, which need to be fully assessed and evaluated by internal auditors. This 
publication addresses these issues.

Book £195.00 \ CD-ROM £295.00 (+VAT)

Practitioners’ Guide to Capital Finance in Local Government (2012 Edition)

This publication contains background knowledge on capital finance and how to account for it. In a 
single comprehensive volume, the guide offers full analysis of capital finance arrangements under 
the Prudential Code.

Book £225.00 \ CD-ROM £295.00 (+VAT)

A Practical Guide for Local Authorities on Income Generation (2013 Edition)

This publication is for those tasked with maximising and planning for local authority income 
generation including corporate finance teams, service managers, and finance support teams. 

Book £195.00 \ CD-ROM £395.00 (+VAT) 

Practical Considerations in Using Financial Instruments  
to Manage Risk in the Public Sector

The aim of this guide is to give public sector organisations practical information on using financial 
instruments to manage risk. It describes the legal position and gives examples. It covers all public 
sector organisations, with specific emphasis on local authorities.

Book £195.00 \ CD-ROM £325.00 (+VAT)

Preparing and Maintaining a Funding Strategy Statement  
in the Local Government Pension Scheme 2012

Ensuring that, in the long term, an LGPS pension fund has sufficient assets to meet pensions 
liabilities is the primary responsibility of those charged with managing the fund. Getting the 
funding strategy right is critical to the achievement of this.

Book £95.00
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Preparing the Annual Report: Guidance for Local Government Pension Scheme Funds

Annual reports are more than just a statutory requirement. They are a major line of communication 
between pension fund administrators and pension fund stakeholders whether they are members, 
pensioners, local tax payers or regulators. 

Book £95.00

A Risk-based Approach to the Audit of Procurement 

This guide is designed to help facilitate this approach and aid auditors as they come across 
procurement related issues when carrying out the reviews that are necessary to provide assurance 
on an annual basis. 

Book £125.00

Producing a Sustainability Report 

This publication will help you to produce a sustainability report that is clear and relevant to 
planning and decision making, and that provides information that will support the organisation in 
better identifying and responding to sustainability related opportunities and threats.

Book £100.00 \ CD-ROM £195.00 (+VAT)

Property Asset Valuation: A Handbook for Property and Finance Professionals 
in Local Authorities

This guidance examines in detail the many complex issues surrounding local authority property 
assets including classification, valuation, component accounting and leasing. It further explores 
these areas by providing practical examples based on real situations. 

Book £225.00 \ CD-ROM £295.00 (+VAT) 

Principles for Investment Decision Making and Disclosure in the Local Government 
Pension Scheme in the United Kingdom 2012

Developed in association with leading LGPS practitioners, the guidance comes with the full 
endorsement of the DCLG and should enable all funds to demonstrate the application of best 
practice principles and maintain high standards of governance. 

Book £95.00 



to buy visit www.cipfa.org/publications16

Social Enterprise and Public Service Delivery 

Defines the key characteristics of a social enterprise for people developing, commissioning, 
or considering commissioning social enterprises to deliver public services. 

Book £95.00

Staff Mutuals and Public Service Delivery 

Staff mutuals are part of a wider process of change in service delivery. The localism agenda 
further encourages transfer of services by supporting community involvement and promoting the 
diversification of public service delivery. 

Book £135.00

Thinking Ahead: Developing a Financial Strategy

This guidance makes the case for strategic financial planning by revealing the specific benefits 
it brings. The links with broader corporate planning as well as short budget processes are also 
clarified. At its core it will help organisations confront these uncertain times. 

Book £135.00

Social Enterprise Business Planning and Assessment

This publication looks at the practicalities of business planning for social enterprises in the context 
of public service delivery. It differs from many business planning publications in that it takes 
account of the differences between social enterprises and other enterprises, it focuses on public 
service delivery, and it also considers the viewpoint of those assessing a business plan. 

Book £100.00 \ CD-ROM £195.00 (+VAT)

The Top Ten Tips for Delivering Efficiencies through Technology

The next few years continue to be particularly demanding for public service bodies as they respond 
to the combined pressures of efficiency targets, increased prices, reduced funding and falling 
revenues. This report provides a simple and authoritative guide to using technology to improve 
efficiency in public services. 

Book £125.00
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Treasury Risk Management Toolkit for Local Authorities 

Written by, and for, treasury practitioners this toolkit provides both a conceptual framework and a 
practical set of tools for managing treasury risk, which is a priority for local authorities rather than 
maximising return. 

Book £125.00 \ CD-ROM £225.00 (+VAT)

Whole Life Costing 

Scrutinises the application of whole life costing to a variety of asset appraisal and decision 
processes, as well as studying the links to sustainability. 

Book £95.00 

www.cipfa.org/publications
Buying online is quick, easy and secure

Our website contains all the latest publications and it is where they are announced first – so if you want to 
keep ahead and receive the latest legislative changes and guidance in public services financial management, 
shop online.

Our website allows you to search for books easily by theme and topic. You can browse our forthcoming 
publications list and explore our entire extensive back catalogue.

All our publications feature cover images and brief descriptions, as well as contents listings and an introduction to 
help you make the right choice. And to make sure you find exactly what you’re looking for, we even suggest other 
products and services that may be of interest to you.

Visit the website today to make sure you have all the guidance you need.
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Products and services include:

Best practice communities 
Our networks keep you connected with the fast 
changing agenda

Data and analysis 
Helping you reduce costs and improve performance

Advisory 
Working with you to transform your organisation

Recruitment services 
Finding you the right people

Professional qualifications 
The essential qualifications for today’s public 
finance teams

Property service 
Vital tools and information to maximise your 
property assets

Training and development 
Up-skilling your teams to tackle the challenges of 
the day

CIPFA is the world’s only professional accountancy body to specialise in public services. 
That means our knowledge of the sector and the challenges that lie ahead are unrivalled. 
Our members work across the public sector, often at the highest levels and bring their 
very relevant expertise to the roles they occupy. 

CIPFA products and services  

TISonline is CIPFA’s online information resource for financial managers in the public sector. It provides over 
30 information streams of comprehensive guidance on finance topics and services, plus active discussion forums 
for advice from fellow practitioners. It is a vital source of best practice and guidance to help you stay informed and 
up to date.

This popular and user friendly online resource is used by 90% of UK local authorities, and subscriptions provide 
organisation wide access for all staff. To check whether your organisation already subscribes, register and log in at  
www.cipfa.org/tis or contact tis@cipfa.org for information.

Technical Information Services  
(TISonline) 

Our responsibility includes the education and training of professional accountants and for their regulation through 
the setting and monitoring of professional standards.

At CIPFA we are committed to doing things better. We help our customers spend money wisely. And with our 
unique insight and services we give them the means to deliver change.
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CIPFA, in conjunction with employers, students and academics, has undergone the most extensive review of its 
Professional Qualification in recent years. Our new qualification is delivered over three stages: Certificate, Diploma 
and Strategic, and has been designed to be absolutely essential in supporting your organisation to develop 
outstanding financial managers who are well versed in the policy challenges facing public services today, and 
skilled in the techniques and strategies to create effective solutions.

www.cipfa.org/pq

Professional qualifications

We offer a wealth of professional development opportunities that support both our members and also public sector 
professional across the UK.

Our courses and conferences suit individuals, departments and organisations and our qualifications provide 
excellent foundations for a career in public services.

Training courses – classroom-based learning on financial management and reporting, governance, performance 
improvement, professional development and public sector reform. Also, our webinars and e-learning minimise 
time away from the office with the latest efficient and cost-effective training.

Conferences – insight, opinion and stimulating debate from experts and leading practitioners from the public and 
commercial sectors.

World-class qualifications – from the world’s only accountancy body dedicated to the public services.

In-house training and corporate training – effective and cost efficient learning for your team, department or 
organisation. Choose from any of our courses or commission bespoke training. And our new Finance Training 
Academy provides inexpensive, blended learning for public bodies.

www.cipfa.org/training

Training and development

pf daily
The Public Finance update is a regular email newsletter delivered straight to your inbox. It features the latest 
news and opinion on public sector finance, and features public sector accountancy jobs. To register for this 
free service go to www.publicfinance.co.uk/about/public-finance/email



Registered office:
3 Robert Street, London WC2N 6RL

T: 020 7543 5600  F: 020 7543 5700
www.cipfa.org

The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy. Registered with the Charity Commissioners  
of England and Wales No 231060. CIPFA Business Limited is the trading subsidiary of the Chartered  

Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy. Registered in England and Wales no. 237668

Please scan this QR code
using your smartphone or QR 
reader to find out more about 
CIPFA publications

What do you think of CIPFA
‘CIPFAstats publications provide an invaluable, easily accessible source 
of benchmarking data which is respected by service managers and hence 
an important tool in challenging costs and identifying service areas for 
further study in an increasingly difficult financial environment.’  
David Green, Senior Principal Accountant, Surrey County Council

®

risk, resilience,
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CIPFA Annual Conference and Exhibition 2014

Creating a sustainable future
1-3 July, London

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
Book now for the leading public finance event of the year 
www.cipfaannualconference.org.uk


